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School Off to a Great Start

School is back in full swing! Students 
should now be settled into their academic 
schedules, as well as getting involved 
in extracurricular activities. � e initial 
progress report distributed on Wednesday, 

September 10th should be a good indicator of 
how your child is progressing at Hillsboro High 
School. While it does take some time to adjust to 
new teachers, all students should now understand 
the expectations and requirements for them to be 
successful in each of their classes.

� e fall semester tends to move very quickly due 
to the activities, school functions, and a variety of 
things in which our students are involved. It is most 
important that, as a parent, you closely monitor 
your child�s academic progress on a consistent basis. 
As we continue to improve communication at our 
school, I am pleased to inform you that all teachers 
at Hillsboro High School will be using a new grade 
program called GradeSpeed. � is program will allow 
you to track your child�s grades and attendance in 
each class. GradeSpeed will replace all online grading 
program previously used by teachers. We encourage 
you to communicate with our teachers through 
email, notes in your child�s school agenda/planner, or 
conferences. 

Parent-Teacher conference day is scheduled for 
Monday, October 13. I encourage you to contact 
your child�s teacher to request a conference to discuss 
his/her progress so far this school year. We know 
that open communication and parental involvement 
in school is important because when parents are 
actively involved with their child�s education, student 
achievement levels increase. A marginal � rst four or 
� ve weeks can be overcome, but continued problems 
can lead to a loss of credit for the � rst semester. 

All of your children are enrolled in courses that 
have some type of Gateway, end-of-course test, 
AP, IB, and or � nal exam. � ese courses a� ect 
graduation, scholarships, ACT/SAT scores, and 
college acceptance. Your children�s consistent and 
applied e� ort in their classes is critical to their success 
in high school.

I am impressed with the overall attitude, conduct, 
and positive demeanor of our students since school 
has started. Our teachers, sta� , and students are 
all working hard to ensure the continuation of our 
successful start. We deeply appreciate your ongoing 
support of and involvement in, these e� orts. � anks 
for all that you do for the students here at Hillsboro 
High School. 

Roderick Manuel, Principal

Late Arrival Days
MNPS high schools 
implementing 
Smaller Learning 
Communities will 
have eight SLC 
late arrival days. 
Students will report 
to school 2 ‰ hours 
late, with the school 
day beginning at 9:40 
a.m. Buses will still 
run for all students 
2 ‰ hours later than 
normal school days. 
Dismissal time will 
be the same on these 
late arrival days.

Late arrival days for 
the 2008-2009 school 
year are Nov. 10, 
Dec. 1, Feb. 2, Feb. 
23, and April 13.

OCT 10-13
Students Do Not 
Report

OCT 15 
PSAT (see pg. 5)

Nov. 4
Teacher In-service
Students Do Not 
Report

Nov 6
Open House for 
Prospective Students 
and Parents
6 - 8 p.m.

Nov. 10
SLC High School Late 
Arrival Day

Nov. 24-Nov. 28
Thanksgiving 
Holidays
Students Do Not 
Report

Dec. 22 - Jan. 2
Winter Holidays

Hillsboro High School�s Open House for prospective parents and students will 
be held on Thursday, November 6 from 6:00-8:00pm.

Please join us for an informative evening showcasing this great 
neighborhood school!

z Come meet principal, Rod Manuel, and many of our current teachers and 
parents.

z  Learn more about the Freshman Academy and the International 
Baccalaureate Program.

z  Talk to Guidance about the different paths to graduation.

z  Tour the school and learn more about the many athletic and 
extracurricular opportunities.

z  Come see for yourself why so many families are choosing Hillsboro High 
School!

Attention 
Class of 

2013 
and anyone 

looking ahead 
to high school!

COMING 
EVENTSBurroon the
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HHS PTSA

Find out what�s 
happening at school 
by attending PTSA 
meetings the �rst 

�ursday of each month 
at 7 p.m. in the library.

All Things Burro - Free Bumper Stickers!
Show your school spirit by stopping by the All �ings Burro store and purchasing an item or two!
We are open every Friday at lunchtime in front of the cafeteria near the main o�ce.
 Items available: White short-sleeved polo shirts w/ the Hillsboro crest (SSA approved!) on sale for only 

$20, T-shirts are $10, hoodies $20, sweatshirts $20, ball caps $10, and bumper stickers are FREE.
  Help Wanted!

 We need volunteers to help sell merchandise at the Home football games from 6:30pm until half time.
Please contact Vesia Wilson-Hawkins to help.

Vesia Wilson-Hawkins has agreed to take on the All �ings Burro Store. You may contact her at 482-
3637 or email vesia@comcast.net .  Working in the store doesn�t take much time, and is a fun way to get 
involved with All �ings Burro!

PTSA Key Contacts
Have a question for the 
PTSA? Interested in 
becoming a volunteer? We 
can get answers to your 
questions or help you �gure 
out how to get involved.

President
Russ Pulley, 308-4972, 
pulley.daniel@dol.gov

Vice-president
T. Reese, 292-8301, 
reese9123@comcast.net

Athletic Boosters
Bill and Robin Heyne
665-2771    
robinheyneinteriors@
comcast.net

Got news? 
We want to hear it! Let our 
PTSA Communication team 
get the word out for you.

Listserve (email list) 
Kathleen Franklin
297-3916, 
4franklins@bellsouth.net

Newsletter
Cynthia Hester, 297-6185, 
cdhester@bellsouth.net

FROM THE 
EDITOR:
Articles submitted to 
On the Burro MUST 
be saved as text only 
or sent in an email; 
only jpg photos will 
be accepted. 

Formatted MS Word 
or Publisher, Power  
Point or PDF �les with 
embedded images are 
not compatible and 
CANNOT be used.

Suggestions and 
comments are always 
welcome: cdhester@
bellsouth.net

Your Kroger Card Can Win You Free Gas!

PTSA Particpation Vital Part of Success

www.hillsborohs.mnps.org

Things are o� and running for another great year at Hillsboro High 
School.  I can�t begin to tell you how proud I am of all that is going 
on here at Hillsboro.  We have a group of parents working behind 

the scenes and very diligently on our facilities.  You would not believe the 
ambitious goals these enterprising parents have.  Just watch as it all unfolds.  
Also, look what our students are involved in here at Hillsboro.  I want to 
encourage you all to support the many wonderful things these students do.  
It means so much to them for you to be there.  Come and watch our football 
team.  �ey are one of the best football programs in the state of Tennessee.  
Come and see our students in the production of Cinderella next month.  I went out and watched our grils 
soccer team the other night and had a blast.  Come and support our students when you have the chance.  
It is also a great way to get to know the other Hillsboro families.  I look forward to seeing you at the many 
events Hillsboro has to o�er.
 

Russ Pulley
President

Hillsboro High School PTSA

Identify this person and your name will go in a hat to win $10 in free gas!
Those that own a Kroger gift card and use it, and use their Harris Teeter & 
Publix card are only eligible to win! If you need a card, call Ann McQueen 414-
1214
Contest ends: 3 days after you receive your newsletter.
Email your guess of who this is, along with how you commit to using your 
cards more between now and the end of the year. HELP ME HELP HILLSBORO 
HIGH SCHOOL!
amcqueen@helmsbriscoe.com
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INVITATION

You may have already heard about 
SOS (Support our 
Schools).  �is 

program will ultimately 
have several di�erent ways to 
earn monies for the schools 
in the Hillsboro Cluster.  �is 
email will focus on monies 
earned from consignment 
stores located within the 
Hillsboro Cluster zone.  

Hillsboro High School 
currently has an incredible IB 
(International Baccalaureate) 
Program for 11th and 12th grades. 
To earn monies for an IB program 
at Hillsboro for 9th and 10th 
grades, please consign your clothes at �my 
sister�s Closet� at one of the two stores.  Both stores 
are in the Hillsboro Cluster school zone.  Call Lori 
King, the owner, to set up an appointment to drop 

o� your fall clothing/accessories.  Tell her you 
wish to be a part of the NAPE (Nashville 
Alliance for Public Schools) account.  �e 
account has already been set up and Lori is 

giving NAPE 50% of sales (instead of her 
regular 40% amount).  All monies earned 

will be earmarked to expand the current 
IB program at Hillsboro to include the 

9th and 10th grades.   
Anyone can help us with this goal.  
So, forward this email to all your 

family and friends and ask that 
they help us to make a great 
public high school even better. 
If you don�t have clothes to 

consign, at least come and shop! 
Visit http://mysistersclosetconsignment.com/

images/MAIN_NEW.jpg to learn more
A special Hillsboro fundraiser night is being 

planned at the Villa Place location to kick o� this 
program.

Parents of the Class of 2012 
 
All parents of students of the Class of 2012 are invited to join other Freshman parents for the 
Freshman Mixer 2008.    If your child is new to Hillsboro or if this is your second or third child�s 
Freshman year, please join other parents on the football �eld at 6:00 PM before the Friday, 
October 17 football game against Whites Creek at 7:00.
 
If you haven�t attended a football game before, now is your opportunity!  Hillsboro is doing very 
well this year and even if you are only �somewhat interested� in football, you will love the spirit 
and excitement of the Hillsboro Burros!  Come be a part of the event and start getting to know 
the Hillsboro community.  Younger child are welcomed and HHS students are welcomed to grab a 
seat in the stands early!

We will also be showcasing the newly created Burro Dip for the �rst time! Get in this tasty history 
in the making event!

Mark your calendar now and join us  Friday, October 17 on the �eld by entering at  the back 
entranceway.  Park near the Vegi Man stand/Vocational Building and follow the signs to the 
designated area. Gates open at 6:00 and Tickets are $6.00 per person including children. 
 
See you there!
 

Consigning Clothes Will 
�Support Our Schools�

Got News?
It should be here!
All Hillsboro High 
School related news 
should be sent to 
On the Burro for 
publication.
Take advantage of this 
opportunity to reach 
every Hillsboro family.
Have a winning 
team? A fun club? An 
outstanding student? 
Fundraiser? Crucial 
deadline? Wish list? 
Send it to Cynthia 
Hester:
cdhester@bellsouth.
net
See page 2 for 
submission guidelines.

Submission 
Deadlines 08-09
Delivery is usually about 
one week from deadline 
-  due to tight schedule, 
articles submitted after 
deadline will not be 
published - no exceptions

November Issue: 
Fri. November 7

Dec/January Issue: 
Fri. December 5

Feb/Mar Issue: 
Fri. Feb 13

April/May Issue:
Thurs. Apr. 9

Please mark your 
calendars and don�t 
miss this opportunity 
to send your message.
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HHS Guidance
9th Grade 
Linda Carlson: linda.carlson@mnps.org

10th - 12th , A � G
Meri Kock: meri.kock@mnps.org

10th - 12th , H � Ph
Toni Murad: toni.murad@mnps.org

10th - 12th , Pi � Z
Terry Clark: terry.clark@mnps.org

Guidance Clerk 
Pam Hinton, 298-8400 x 2040
pamela.hinton@mnps.org 

Hillsboro�s School Code is 431680 

In an e�ort to maximize the amount of time they 
spend with the students the counselors ask that 
advanced appointments be made if you need to 
speak with one of them regarding your child.  
Appointments can be made by contacting Pam 
Hinton, the guidance clerk, at extension 2040.       

Meet the Guidance Staff

Visit our website: www.hillsborohs.mnps.org

Freshman 
Academy:
Dr. Lisa Currie - Advising 
Principal
Ava Diviney - Site Coach
Linda Carlson - Guidance 
Counselor
Curtisa Nichols - Green 
Team Lead Teacher - physical 
science and biology I 
standard and honors
Natalie Barnett -  physical 
education
Dr. James Baxter - World 
History - standard and 
honors
Matthew Peach - English I 
- standard and honors
Sue Amundrud - Gold 
Team Lead Teacher - teaches 
English I - standard and 
honors
Darrell Hardin - science 
and biology I - standard and 
honors
Kevin Komisar - physical 
education
Alma Roberts - World 
History - standard and 
honors

Guidance Reminders
Counselors available to parents by appointment
If you need to speak with your child�s counselor please contact the guidance clerk at extension 
2040 to make an appointment.  Making appointments in advance will allow the counselors to 
have your child�s information prepared in advance in order to maximize your meeting time with 
them.

ASVAB assessment
All juniors have the opportunity to participate in the ASVAB assessment.  �is is a particularly good tool 
for determining success on the ACT, to complete career exploration activities, and it is free.  �is is NOT a 
military recruiting tool and students will not be contacted by a recruiter unless they indicate their approval 
for such contact.  Students can sign up for the test in the Counseling O�ce by October 17, and the test will 
be given on �ursday, October 30th.

Tennessee Governor�s Schools
�e Tennessee Governor�s Schools are opportunities for students who have gifts in particular areas to 
experience in-depth and challenging programs to help further develop and enhance their skills.  Governor�s 
Schools are available in twelve di�erent academic/career areas and are hosted by several colleges and 
universities across the state of Tennessee.  Each school has its own application deadline, and those deadlines 
are approaching quickly.  For more information and to download application forms please visit the 
Tennessee Governor�s School website athttp://state.tn.us/education/govschools/ . 
 
PSAT and PLAN tests
�e PSAT and PLAN tests both provide valuable information about how to best prepare for the SAT 
and ACT exams, respectively.  �e score reports include answers to the test questions, recommendations 
on how to improve scores in all subject areas individualized to each student, and also makes career search 
recommendations based on student-provided information.  �e PSAT was administered on October 15th, 
and the PLAN will be administered on November 11th.  Prior sign-up was required for the PSAT, the 
PLAN is paid for by MNPS and is administered to all students who have been in high school for two years.  
An evening session about how to interpret the score reports will be held in January.
 

Congratulations 
Rachel Stubbs, 2008-
09 National Merit 
Semi�nalist
Congratulations go out 
to Rachel Stubbs, the 
2008-09 National Merit 
Semi�nalist from 
Hillsboro High School.  
By nature of her 
fantastic performance 
on last year�s PSAT 
exam Rachel is now 
eligible for recognition 
as a National Merit 
Scholarship winner, 
which quali�es her 
for thousands of 
dollars of scholarship 
funds.  Finalists 
will be announced 
in February and 
scholarship winners 
are announced in 
April.  Good luck, 
Rachel!
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NCAA Clearinghouse information session
Parents of any student, regardless of grade level, who would like to learn more about the NCAA Eligibility 
Center(formerly the NCAA Clearinghouse), recruiting rules and regulations, academic eligibility 
requirements, and more are invited to attend a program delivered by a representative from the Ohio Valley 
Conference.  �is is important information for any student who hopes to play a sport in college.  �e 
session will be held on �ursday, October 23rd, at 6:30 PM in the Hillsboro High School auditorium.
 
XAP.com and www.collegefortn.org training
All seniors and freshmen have been trained how to use the XAP.com and www.collegefortn.org websites for 
completing activities such as planning for college, keeping track of courses and activities during high school, 
searching for scholarships, applying to colleges, and sending transcripts electronically.  �e juniors and 
sophomores will complete the training program soon.  Please feel free to explore the information available 
on these websites to help familiarize yourself with the many tools available on them for post-secondary 
options.
  
Scholarship information
Scholarship opportunities come into the Counseling O�ce on an ongoing basis.  �e best way to learn what 
scholarships are available is to sign up for the Hillsboro listserv.  Announcements about current scholarships 
are sent out weekly and are also posted on a bulletin board just inside the front door to the Counseling 
O�ce.  �e majority of the announcements made through the listserv are for local scholarships.  National 
scholarships can be found by searching various databases.  �e databases the Hillsboro counseling sta� 
recommends includewww.fastweb.com, www.tuitionfundingsources.com, www.collegefortn.org , and www.
collegepaystn.com(Tennessee lottery scholarships and funds).

 Timelines for transcript requests and counselor recommendation forms
Please remember requests for transcripts and submission of counselor recommendation forms must be 
turned in at least 10 school days in advance of the application deadline.  �is also applies to scholarship 
forms, Governor�s School applications, and any other items that have a speci�c deadline.
  

Important Info for College-Bound Seniors

Other Important  Test Dates
 
ACT            	R EGISTRaTIOn DEadLInE
December 13  	 November 7
February 7                     	 January 6
April 4                          	 February 27
June 13                        	 May 8
www.act.org
Go to www.actstudent.org to learn more about the 
ACT.  Click on the Test Prep tab at the top for useful 
information and help, including descriptions of the 
tests, practice test questions, and test-taking tips.
 
SAT         	R EGISTRaTIOn DEadLInE
December 6                   	 November 5
January 24                    	 December 26
March 14                       	 February 10
May 2                           	 March 31
June 6                           	 May 5
www.collegeboard.com
Prepare for the SAT, http://www.collegeboard.com/
student/testing/sat/prep_one/prep_one.html

Hillsboro National 
Honor Society 
Learning Center 
Open For Business
 On Wednesday and 
Thursday afternoons from
2:15 to 3:15, students are 
invited to come to the 
Hillsboro High School 
library to get help on 
study skills and receive 
tutoring from members 
of the National Honor 
Society.  The Learning 
Center is supervised by 
Mrs. Organ, Mrs. Yates,
and Mrs. Seator, one of 
whom will be present 
each day. This service 
is offered free of charge 
to all Hillsboro students 
who would like to 
improve their academic 
performance.  Request 
forms are available in the 
Main Of�ce and from Mrs. 
Organ.  Please �ll one out 
and return it to Mrs. Organ 
in Room 114 on the front 
hall, then come join us in 
the library.  Come Learn!

AP Testing Changes
The College Board has 
changed the fee for AP 
tests to $86 per test.  
Please notice that this 
is different from what 
was published earlier.  
Hillsboro High School�s 
registration date
for AP tests is Friday, 
October 31, 2008.  Mrs. 
Organ will have a table 
in the front lobby at 
lunch during that week 
so that students may 
pay the registration fee 
conveniently.  Please 
bring cashier�s check, 
money order or cash for 
the payment of $86 per 
AP test. We cannot accept 
personal checks.  A late 
registration fee of $40 will 
be required to register
for AP tests after October 
31.   Thank you for helping 
us provide this important 
educational experience for 
Hillsboro students.

apply for Tennessee colleges at www.collegefortn.org

 
Tuesday, Nov. 11- PLAN given to 2nd year 
high school students
Tuesday, Dec. 2- Gateway Mathematics
Wednesday, Dec. 3- Gateway Language Arts
�ursday, Dec. 4- Gateway Science
Friday- Dec. 5- Make-up Gateway exams

Prepare Now for 
Upcoming Test 
Dates
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HHS IB News

What is �eory of Knowledge?
Ms. Doza, Ms Bradshaw and the IB students will be leading a TOK type discussion on 
Malcolm Gladwell�s book Blink on November 6 at 6 p.m in the library. 

Parents are welcome to read the book and attend. Students will be making some 
presentations to be followed by a discussion.
 
Model United Nations
Brazil	  Burkina Faso #2
Scott White	 Mihret Woldwemaet
Eleanor Phillips     	 Shree Chudasama
Hannah Plummer                       	 Talha Haseen
Yinyu Zhang                            	 Tyler O�dneal
  
Bahamas #2                              	 Philippines
Emma Schwartz                        	 Gus Macdonald
Cary Simon                               	 Christopher Means
Ana Reese                                	 Owen Wise
 
Dominican Republic                  	I ndia #2
Marie Claire Bryant                    	 Sarah Hassen
Mary Dubose                             	 Aparna Joshi
Olivia Blanchard                         	 Louisa Silverman
 
Press Corp
Eliana Ramage
 
Model United Nations
Nov. 7-9, 2008- Students meet at 11:30 at Embassy Suites Cool Springs
 
Templates for countries are on line @ www.tennesseeyip.org
This is a school related activity and students are expected to adhere to all school and MUN 
guidelines. MUN Concludes at 12:30 Sunday at the Embassy Suites Cool Springs.
Sponsors: Bradshaw, Swihart, Doza.

 

Parents of 9th and 10th graders who are curious about or have decided on the International Bac-
calaureate Program as a course of study in 11th & 12th grades are invited to a special meeting on 
�ursday, October 16 at 6:00-7:00 in the auditorium. It will be an overview of the IB Diploma 

Program at Hillsboro. 
 
If you have ever asked:   
What is IB?
Why should my child consider IB?
his program will be good for my child, what now?
What are the options within the Hillsboro IB Program that opens this program to all students                                             
who are interested in taking challenging courses?
 
�is meeting is for you.  Don�t pre-judge!  Have a look for yourself and see if your child could ben-
e�t from the IB program or speci�c IB classes.  �e Junior class this year tripled in size as a variety of 
students and parents begin to see the value to this program.  Join us and get the information you need to 
help you and your child make an informed decision. 

IB or Not To IB, �at Is �e QuestionThe Flex at 
Hillsboro, Center 
for the Arts
 
Any student, parent, or 
friend who wants to be a 
part of the renovating the 
space for The Flex, Center 
for the Arts at Hillsboro 
is welcome!  IB students 
can receive CAS hours 
for work helping us to 
renovate!

This space will be used 
for the Slam Poets Society 
workshops, collaborative 
teacher meetings, set 
up like a coffee shop, 
with accommodations 
for art shows and poetry 
readings!
Come be a part of the 
movement!

Flex wish list:
Microphone and Mic 
Stand

PA System

Message Board/Calendar

Stage

Paint

Podium

Volunteers

Concrete �oor sealer

Tables and Chairs (think 
coffee house)

Area rug for stage

Easel with �ip chart or 
mobile white board (for 
writing workshops)

Composition Books (for 
the writers)

Display cases (for art)

Bookshelves

Any books on poetry and 
writing, dictionaries, the-
saurus�

 
Please contact Oceana 
Gayden if you have any 
further questions.
oceana.gayden@mnps.
org
615.298.8400 x1204




